McNARY DAM

OREGON AND WASHINGTON

Construction Under Supervision
of

CORPS OF ENGINEERS
U.S. ARMY

WALLA WALLA DISTRICT




Typical cross section view of generating unit in
powerhouse at McNary Dam

Navigation Lock & Washington Shore Fishways

PUBLIC USE OF McNARY RESERVOIR

The orderly development of recreational and
other public-use resources of McNary Reservoir
will be provided for under a master plan for res-
ervoir management and public use which is being
studied by the Corps of Engineers. Under this plan,
state and local governmental agencies and local
groups are encouraged to participate in develop-
ing, maintaining and operating recreational facil-
ities. Recreational opportunities which willaccrue
to the public include boating, fishing, lakeshore
picnicking and sightseeing at the dam. An overlook
building on the Oregon shore will provide visitors
with a general view of the dam and reservoir, An

inspection gallery will be provided in the genera-
tor room with large soundproof viewing windows
‘inthe controlroom walls to allow visitors to watch
operations, A transparent section in the Oregon
shore fish ladder will enable the public to watch
fish ascending the ladder. A darkened room for
the observer will provide the view without disturb-
ing the fish., On the Washington shore the naviga-
tionlock and its operation may be viewed from the
visitors gallery in the control building. Vehicular
accessto thereservoir at convenient locations and
right of access to the shoreline by the pedestrian
public will be maintained.

GENERAL INFORMATION

McNARY PROJECT

McNary Lock and Dam is one unit of the main
control plan for comprehensive development of the
water resources of the Columbia River and itstrib-
utaries, It is located 292 miles above the mouth
of the river, 190 driving miles east of Portland,
Oregon, on U, S. Highway 730.

This multi-purpose project provides for navi-
gation and power with incidental irrigationandrec-
reation benefits, The project cost is estimated at
approximately $2§L,_650,000,. Construction was in-
itiated in 1948 and the first power installation of
two units is scheduled for late in 1953 with addi-
tional units to be installed until the ultimate ca-
pacity of 14 is reached.

The dam includes a gate-controlled spillway
1310 feet long, a powerhouse 1422 feet long, and
withthe earth abutments has a combined total length
of 7400 feet.

The navigation lock is 86 feet wide, 675 feet
long and will provide the world’s highest single lift
of 92 feet.

A fishladder, 30 feet wide andrising on a slope
of one foot in 20, is located on each shore. Also,
a fish lock is included in the projectand is located
in the non-overflow section between the navigation
lock and spillway. A collection system across the
downstream face of the powerhouse is designed to
attract fish to the ladder on the Oregon shore.

McNary Dam reservoir provides slack water
navigation for 67 miles in the Columbia River and
lower Snake River. Relocation of 82 miles of rail-
road and 24 miles of state highways, as well as
other utilities, was required by the improvement,
About 16 miles of levees provide protection to low
areas where justified.

Benefits to irrigation consist in partof lowered
pumping costs., Approximately 400,000 acres of
land inOregon and Washington have beenfound fea-
sible for irrigation from the reservoir.
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