;,—ﬂ" Job 61

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GENERAL LAND OFTICE
Washington

CIRCULAR NO. 1278

INFORIATION IN REGARD TO MINING CLAIIS ON THE
PUBLIC DOMAIN

The purpose of this circular is to furnish brief information pertinent
to ths losghion and.purchase of mining claims under the United States mining
laws a 3

1, Initiation gf_rightS'Eg.mineral land, == Rights to mineral lends,
ovmed by the United States, are initiated by prospecting for mineral thereon,
end, upon the discovery of .mineral, by locating the lands upon which such
discovery has been madee. 4 location is made by staking the cormers of the
claim, posting nmotice of location thereon (see 10), and complying with the
State laws, regarding the recording of i tho location in the county recordor's

office, discovery work, etce '

2. State mining 1awrs, == As supplemental o the United Statoes mining
laws thero arc stato statutes rolative to location, manner of rocording of
mining claims, ctce, in the Stato, which should also be observed in the loca=
tion of mining claims. Tnformation as to State laws com bo obtainod locally

or from State officialss

%, Londs subject to 1ocation and purchasgs == Vacont public surveyed

or unsurvoycd londs &ro open To prospocting, and upon discovery of mincral,

to location and purchaso, o8 arc also loads in national forosts in the public=-

land States (forest regulations must bo obsorved), lands cnterod or patented

under the stock raising homestead law (title bto minerals only can be acquired),
1tural laws but not perfected, where prospect

lands entered under other agricu cte :
ing can be done peaceably, and 1ands within the railroad grants for which

patents have not igsuele

‘lis  Status of lundse == Information as to whether any particular tract
of land is showm by the records to be vacant and open to prospecting may be
obtained from the register of the 1and district in which the tract is situ-
ated, Since location notices of mining claims are filed in the office of the
county recorder, ordinarily no information rogarding unpatented mining claims
is obbainable from the district land office or the Cencral Lend Office unless

application for patent has been filede

- e liinerals subjoci;EQ_IOGation; ~= Whatever is recognized as a mincral
by the standard autloritics, vwhether metallic or other substance, when found
in public lands in quantivy and quality sufficient to render the lands valu=
able on account thereof, is treated as coming within the purview of the min=
ing lows, Deposits of coal, oil, gas, oil shole, sodium, phosphate, potash,
and in Louisiona and New Hexico sulphur, bslonging to the United States, can
be acquired under the mineral leasing laws, ond are not subjoct to location
and purchase wmder the United States mining lowse




6¢ . Mining locationse-Areas, -- Lode locations for minerals discovered
in lode or vein formation may not exceed in length 1,500 feet along the vein
end in width 300 feet on each side of the middle of the vein, the end lines
of the location to be parallsl to each other, Placer locations, which include
all minerals not occurring in vein or lode formation, may be for’areas of not
more than 20 acres for each locator, no claim to excesd 160 atres made by not
less than eight locatorse Placer locations must conform to the public surveys
wherever practicable,

7. Who may make locationse =- Citizens of the United States, or those
who have declared their intention to bgcome such, including minors who have
reached the age of discretion 'end corporations organized under the laws of
any States Agonts may make Iocations for qualified locators, - :

8, Number of locations, -=- The Unitod Statos mining laws do not limit
the number of locations that can be rade by en individual or association,

Qe Valid locations==Discovery aftor conveyance, =--A location is not
valid until an actual discovery of mincral is'made within the limits thercof,
A placer location of morc than 20 acres, made by two or more locators and cone
veyed to a less number before discovery is made; is valid to the extent of 20

acres only for each owner at date of discovery,

10, Locations to be marked on ground=~Notices -= Except placer claims
described by legal safafzision, all mining claims must be distinctly marked
on the ground so that their boundaries may be readily traced, and all notices
must contain the name or names of the locators, the date of location and such
a description of the claim by reference to some natural object or per=
manent monument as will serve to identify the claim,

11, Locations on strcams and bodies of water., -= Beds of navigable
waters are subject to the laws of the State in whicl they are situated and
are not locatable under the United Stated mining lawse Title to the beds of
meandered nonnavizable streams is in the ripsrian ovmer, The beds of une
meandered, nonnavigable streams are subject to location under the United
States mining lews if they are unoccupied, as are also the beds of mean=
dered nonnavigable streams when the abutting uvland is unappropriated,.

12, Maintenance=-Annual assessment work--Adverse claime-Jurisdiction, ==
The right of possession to a valid mining claim is maintained by the expendi-
ture annually of at least $100 in labor or improvemcnts of a mining nature on-
the claim, the first enmnual assessment period commencing at 12 o'clock noon
on the 1st day of July succecding the date of location, Failure to perform
the assessment work for any year will subject the claim to relocation, unless
w rk for the benefit of the claim is resumed -before a relocation is made,
The determination of the question of the right of possession between rival or
adverse claimants to the same mineral land is committed exclusively to the
courty (See 18,) However, failure to perform the annual assessment work
on a mining claim in Alaska works a forfeiture of the claim, and resumption
of work on the claim will not prevent relocation,




13, Expenditurss on claim for patent purposes=~-Lode==Placer--Mill siteg==

Five hundred dollars in .labor or improvements of a mining nature, must be ex=
ponded upon or for the benefit of cach lode or placer claim,.and compliance
with the United States mining laws made otherwiso, to entitle the claimant to
prosecute patent procecdings therefors, Such expenditurcs must be completed
prior to the ‘expiration of the period during which notice of theo patent pro=
ciodings is published.  Patont exponditures on a mill site are not required,
i it must be shown that the mill site is usod or occupicd for mining or
«1221ing purposcs at the time an application for patont therefor is filed,

1l;s Patont not nocessarye == Onc may devolop, mine, and disposc of
minoral in o valid mining location without obtaining a patont, but possessory
rizht must be maintained by tho porformance of annual asscssment work on tho
claim in order to provent its relocation by another, :

15¢ Procodurc to obtain patont to mining claimsy == The evmor or owmors
of a valid mining loEE?ion, or group of locations, on which not less than
$500 has beon oxponded on or for tho benefit of cach claim, may institute
patent proceedings thersfor in the district land office. Information as to
patent procedure cen be obtained from the register of the local land office
or from the CGeneral Land Offices In general, a survey must be applied for
unless the claim is a placer claim located by legal subdivisions, the gp pli=-
cation for survey to be made to the public survey office in the State where=-
in the claim is situatods Applications for patent are filed in the district
land offices. A notice of the application is requiraed to Be posted on the
land prior to filing the application and to be published oy tUhe register after
the application is filods

.

16, Blank forms: == Mo set form of location notices nor of the papors
filed in patent procccdings for mining claims is requircd and no blank: forms
are furnished by the “onorel Land Office, or by the district land offices,
for use in mineral cascs, +orms containing cssontials aro printed by local
privatec parties or concorns. The rogisters of the local land offices camw
usually advise you vhere such forms may be obtaineds

17 Common improvementse == An improvement, made upon one of-a group
of sentiguous claims (cornering is not contiguity) ormed in common, may be
applied to such claims of the group, in existence at the-~time the improvement
is made, shown to be benefited therebys R

18, Adverse Claims, == An adverse claim may be filed during the period
of publication of notice of an g plication for patent (or within 8 months
after the expiration of the publication period in Alaska), by one claiming
8 possessory right under another mining location to all or some portion of
the land epplied for, and must show fully the naturs, boundaries, and extent
of the ares in conflict, to bo followed, within 30 days after filing (60
days in Alaska), by suit in a court of competont jurisdictions If suit is
filed, all procccdings on the application, excopt the filing of tho affidae
vits of continuous posting and publication of the notice of the application,
arc stayed to await the outcome of tho court procecdingss

R
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19. Coownqu, == A coowner-not nemed in tHe application for patent cen
not assert his rights by filing an adverse claim; a protest being proper to
cause his alleged rights to be considered when the case is adjudicated, If - -
& coovmer fails to do his proper proportion of annual assessment work on a
cleim, or fails to contribute his proportion of the cost.thereof, the co-
ovmers who have caused the work to be done during any assessment period may,
at the expiration of the assessment year, give such delinquent coowmer per-
sonal notice in writing, or notice by publication in a newspaper published
nearest the claim for-at least once a week fer 90-days, and if at the gxpir-
ation of 90 days. after such notice in writing, or 180 days after the first
newspaper publication, such delinquent should fail to contribute his Propor-
tion of the expensc requirsd, his interost in'the claim bocomes the property
of his coovmers who have mado the oxponditurc,

- 20s Lodo in placere =-- If a placor mining applicant fails to state that
there is a kmovm lodé within the boundarics of tho elaim, it is taken as a
conclusive declaration'that he has no right of possession therecto, If no
such vein or lode bo knovmn thc placer patent will convey all valuablc mineral
and other deposits within the boundaries of the claim. A knowvn lode not
included in en application for patent to the claim may be applied for even
after issuance of patent to the placer mining claim, Vhere a placer mining
claimant makss application for a placer containing within its boundaries a
lode claim owned by him the lode must be surveyed, the lode being paid for
on the basis of {5 per acre and the remaining portions of the placer at the

rate of #P,50 per acre.

21, The United States mining laws are applicable-to the following States:
Alaska, Arizona, Arkensas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Louisiana,
lonténe, Nebraska, Nevada, New liexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota,
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. " -

22, National parks ahd monuments, == 7ith the exception’ of lit, licKinley
National Park in Alaska and Death Valley Hational Ilonument in California mine
ing locations may not be made on lands in national parks ond monuments. after
their establishment, G : iy .

2%, Ilithdrawals, == liithdrawals usually bar location under the mining
laws,, but withdrawcls made under the act of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat, 8L47), as
amended by the act of August 24, 1912 137 Stat, h975,‘pgrmit locations. of
the withdrawn lands containing mectalliferous mineralse Lands withdravm for
water power purposes’are not subject to location unless first restored under
the provisions of section 2l of the Federal Viater Power Act, ‘

2lj, Minerals in Indian landse == In general, the:mineral deposits in
Indian reservations are subject to leasing and are under the administration
of the Office of Indian Affairs, | : - i

25, Mineral land in agricultural entries-=Protest--Contest, == here
lands known to be valuable for minerals are embraced in an agricultural filing,
other than a stock raising homestead filing, a mineral claimant may initiate
a contest thereagainst by filing a protest sworn to and in duplicate, in the




- * local land office, alleging sufficient facts, which, if proven, will estab=

lish the mineral character of the land, and warrant canccllation of the agri-
cultural filing, The protest must bo corroborated by onc or more witnessos
hoving knowledge of the facts allegeds In tho case of stock raising home-
stead entrics, a minoral claimant, whose location antedates the homestead
filing, must protest such filing in order to protcct his title to the surface
of his mining claim,

26, Cost of pantent proccedings for mining claims, == i/ith the cxception
of the fixed chE;gos, such as the fec for filing an application for patent,
which is $10, the purchasc price of lands in lode claims and millsiteos at $5
per acre, and $5 for each fractional part of an acrc, and §2,50 por acre or
fraction of an acre for placer lands, unless otherwise provided by law as to
certain lands, no estimate cen be furnished as to what it will cost to procure
a patents The cost of publication, survey, and abstract of title depends upon
the services rendered and vary in each case,

Fred W, Johnson, Commissioner,



